"it" Scripting Tips and Tricks

"it" is not your usual python interpreter so there are some things to know about adding scripts.

Reloading a Script

When a custom command is loaded via a .ini file you would typically put and file called it.ini in a folder alongside the python file containing your code. The it.
ini file would look like this:

LoadExt ensi on python acnd. py
# 1t's a good idea to |l og the presence of the extension so we know

# what we have on our RMS_SCRI PT_PATHS
LogMsg NOTI CE "Regi stered acnd extension"

Then in the python file we might have something like:

inport it

def get Cat al og(nane):
''' return a catalog by nane, if not found
then create a new one.

nodel = it.app. Get Model ()
for cat in nodel.GetCatal ogs():
if cat.GetlLabel () == nane:
return cat
cat = it.app. NewCat al og( nane)
return cat

If you editing acmd.py heavily as you develop your code you might not want to keep quitting "it" to get it to reload acmd.py. We can't use python's reload() c
ommand because, for various reasons, acmd.py is not loaded as a python module. We can fix this by not loading acmd.py directly and instead using a
intermediate loading script that does import acmd.py as a module.

First modify you it.ini file to point to the intermediate file:

LoadExt ensi on pyt hon | oader. py

# 1t's a good idea to |l og the presence of the extension so we know
# what we have on our RMS_SCRI PT_PATHS
LogMsg NOTI CE "Regi stered | oader extension"

Now in this new file we set things up in python so we can load acmd.py as a module. In reload.py we have:

i mport sys
i mport os

#

# this file is exec'd so python's __file__ is not accurate, we want to add the current
# dir to python's inport path. Fortunately "it" passes us the correct file name:

nmodul edir = os. pat h. di rname(os. pat h. abspath(__it_extension_file_))

sys. pat h. append( nodul edi r)

# inmport nodules. Note we could loop over all .py files found in noduledir if
# wanted to do sonething clever
i mport acnd

it.app. Notice("inmported acnd")

Now when you launch "it" acmd will be loaded and if you edit acmd.py, save it and then in the Console window you can type:

py> rel oad(it.extensions.acnd)
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py= reload(it.extensions.acmd)
<module 'acmd' from YUsers/{rb/Documents/ltExtensions/ext/acmd.pyc'

py=>

clear (Jj Timestamp [j Wrap

Extension loaded
imported acmd
[INFO ] <module ‘acmd'from YUsers/rb/Documents/iExtensions/extfacmd.pyc'
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